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UN-SPIDER is a platform which facilitates the use of space-based
technologies for disaster management and emergency response.

The United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/61/110 of 14
December 2006, established UN-SPIDER as a programme implemented by the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), with the following
mission statement:

“Ensure that all countries and international and regional
organizations have access to and develop the capacity to use all
types of space-based information to support the full disaster
management cycle.”

UN-SPIDER - Mandate (A/RES/61/110)
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Rationale - UN-SPIDER

• Disaster managers and geo-spatial community 
need a better coordination

• Access to the space-based information is often a 
challenge to the Member States

• DM plans/policies do not emphasize use of space 
based information

• Disaster management community needs

• Technological awareness

• Capacity building

• Opportunities to access data



United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for 

Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER)

6

UN-SPIDER functions through the Network
•International and Regional Initiatives/Institutions
•Network of Regional Support Offices (RSOs)
•National Focal Points nominated by Member 

States



Network of Regional Support Offices

RSO Algeria

RSO Nigeria

RSO I.R. Iran

RSO South Africa

RSO Ukraine

RSO Romania

RSO Pakistan

RSO ADRC

UN-SPIDER Regional Support Offices 

RSO PhilippinesRSO CATHALAC

RSO UWI

RSO Indonesia

RSO RCMRD

RSO Colombia
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Algeria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Malawi, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, 

Tanzania, Tunisia 

Belize, Bolivia, El 

Salvador, Trinidad and 

Tobago

China, India, 

Myanmar, 

Philippines, 

Republic of Korea, 

Singapore, 

Thailand,

Belarus, Tajikistan

Croatia, Ukraine,Austria, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, Malta, 

Spain, Turkey, 

National Focal Points
41 Countries

Qatar, Iraq, 

Jordan 

Syria, UAE

New Zealand
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Outreach and 
Capacity
Building

Technical
Advisory
Support

UN-SPIDER Activities

SpaceAid

Support to 
Emergency Events

Knowledge Portal
Information & 

Knowledge
Management

Global Networking & Community Building



Technical 

Advisory 

Support
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Member 

States
Awareness 

programme

Outreach

(Regional & 

International 

Events)

Support 

during 

emergencies

UN 

agencies

Regional  & 

international 

organizations

• Disaster 

preparedness

• Disaster Risk 

Reduction

• Emergencies

• Early 

recovery



Countries Receiving Technical Advisory Support

Kenya

Namibia

Afghanistan

Cameroon

Maldives

Ghana

Samoa

Technical Advisory Support 

Philippines

Dominican Republic

Jamaica

Ecuador

Togo

Fiji

Tonga

Guatemala

Burkina Faso

Sri LankaHaiti



Technical Advisory Mission
Advocates updating disaster management plans/policies with 
focus on space-based information

•Togo (July 2009)

•Fiji (December 2009) 

•Jamaica (December 2009)

•Ecuador (January 2010) 

•Maldives (April 2010) 

•Burkina Faso (November 

2008)



Technical Advisory Mission
Brings together National Disaster Management Authorities and 
all stakeholders to create national platform to streamline spatial 
databases and promote use of space based information

•Togo (July 2009)

•Fiji (December 2009) 

•Jamaica (December 2009)

•Ecuador (January 2010) 

•Maldives (April 2010) 

•Burkina Faso (November 

2008)



Technical Advisory Mission
Enables country to access international mechanisms  through 
UN-SPIDER (International Charter, SAFER, Sentinel Asia etc.)

•Togo (July 2009)

•Fiji (December 2009) 

•Jamaica (December 2009)

•Ecuador (January 2010) 

•Maldives (April 2010) 

•Burkina Faso (November 

2008)



Technical Advisory Mission
Involves UN agencies within the country and region in 
promoting use of space based information for DRR

•Togo (July 2009)

•Fiji (December 2009) 

•Jamaica (December 2009)

•Ecuador (January 2010) 

•Maldives (April 2010) 

•Burkina Faso (November 

2008)



• Kenya

• Afghanistan

• Philippines

• Guatemala

Coordination meetings
Sensitize Government officials and UN agencies, generate 
awareness and provide essential information to access space 
based information



Capacity building

Short training workshops in India 
jointly with NIDM 

Plans to organise more capacity 
building programmes with 
UNOOSA supported Regional 
Centres for Space Science 
Technology Education and other 
partners

Curriculum for e-learning in 
progress
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Knowledge 
Portal

A web portal for 
information, 
communication, and 
process support. 

A platform supports 
knowledge 
management, capacity 
building, technical 
advisory support and 
SpaceAid. 

www.un-spider.org
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Ensure all countries and international and regional 
organisations are able to access and use all types of space-
based information for humanitarian and emergency 
response.

Single window to access all international mechanisms

Emergency Support: The SpaceAid
Framework

24/7 Hotline for National Focal Points
and UN (telephone, email or fax)
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SpaceAid – Events Supported in 2009-2010 
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2010 – Chile, ,China, Cook Islands, Gaza oPt, 

Guatemala, Haiti, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, 

Pakistan (2x), Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 

Tajikistan, Tonga, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine (2x)

2009 – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, El 

Salvador, Fiji (2x), Guatemala, Indonesia, Iran (I.R 

of), Italy, Lao PDR, Morocco, Namibia (2x), 

Philippines, Samoa, Senegal, Tajikistan, Vietnam



• UN-SPIDER Regional Workshop "Building 
Upon Regional Space-based Solutions for 
Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response for Africa“ in Addis Ababa from 
6 – 9 July 2010

• Fourth international UN-SPIDER 
workshop, on disaster management and 
space technology: from concept to 
application, Bonn, Germany, 12 – 14 
October 2010

Outreach Activities - 2010
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THANK-YOU


